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SCENE VII
THE NOTARY, BELINE, ARGAN

ARG. Come here,, Monsieur de Bonnefoy, come here.
Take a chair, please. My wife tells me-, Monsieur,,
that you are a very worthy man, and a great friend
of hers; so I told her to speak to you about a will
I wish to draw up.

BEL. Alas ! I am quite unable to speak of these
things.

THE NOT. She has explained your intentions to me,
Monsieur, and what you mean to do for her ; and I
must tell you that you cannot leave any thing to
your wife in your will.

AJRG.  Why not?

THE NOT. It is against common law. If you were in
a country where statute law prevailed, it could be
done; but in Paris,, and in countries where common
law rules, at least in most of them, this cannot be
done, and the disposition would be invalid. The
only advantage that a man and woman joined in
marriage can render one another is by mutual gift
during lifetime; also there must not be any children,
either of that marriage or of either party, at the
time of the decease of the contracting party who
dies first.

ARG. It is a very ridiculous law that a husband cannot
leave anything to a wife by whom he is tenderly
loved, and who takes every care of him. I should
like to consult my solicitor to see what I can do.

THE NOT. You would not do any good in consulting a
solicitor, for solicitors, usually, are strict on these
matters, and look upon it as a great crime to dispose
of property contrary to law. They rai se difficulties,
and ignore the ins and outs of conscience. There are
other persons whom you should consult who are
much more accommodating, who know expedients